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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of Half-Term 5, | want to take this opportunity to reflect on another
productive and positive term at Parkside Community School. It has been a busy period for
all and as always, the students have been a pleasure!

Year 11 — Halfway through the exams!
Firstly, | would like to say a huge well done to our Year 11 students, who have shown great
determination, maturity, and resilience as they sit their GCSE exams.

As we now reach the midway point of the exam period, | want to stress how important it is
that all Year 11 students continue to attend all timetabled lessons, even after they have
completed some of their exams. These lessons are designed to support their preparation
for the remaining exams and provide focused revision sessions led by their teachers.
Every single lesson counts at this stage, and students who remain engaged are giving
themselves the best chance of success.

It is also essential that Year 11 continue to wear the correct uniform right up until their final
day in school. Maintaining our high standards helps promote a sense of pride and unity
across the school community, particularly as our younger students look up to them as role
models.

We encourage all Year 11s to use the half-term break wisely — rest and recharge, of
course, but also take time to revise and consolidate knowledge. Keep going — you're nearly
there! We are all rooting for you as you complete your final exams.

Our School Values
At Parkside Community School, our four core values underpin everything we do:
o Respect
« Resilience
e Responsibility
o Community

These values are not just words on a wall; they are the foundation of school life at Parkside

and guide the decisions we make, the behaviour we expect, and the culture we continue to
build.
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We know that many of you are already reinforcing these values at home, and we are
grateful for your support. Encouraging your child to take responsibility for their learning, to
treat others with kindness and respect, and to bounce back from setbacks will help prepare
them for life beyond school. We encourage you to discuss these values with your children
regularly. By working together — school and home — we can ensure that Parkside continues
to be a place where every student feels safe, supported, and inspired to achieve their best.

Summer Uniform — Half-Term 6

As we transition into the warmer months, we would like to remind parents and carers of the
summer uniform options available for students. Our aim is to ensure that all students
remain comfortable while maintaining the high standards of presentation expected at
Parkside Community School. Our black shoe, white shirt and school tie expectations
continue as ever with the alternative summer uniform options for half term 6 below:

Blazers

During half term 6, blazers will be optional. All other aspects of the school uniform must still
be worn correctly and smartly. Please note all students will be expected to wear their
blazer in September. If you feel a new blazer will be required for your child for September,
please order this now at https://just-schoolwear.co.uk/school/parkside-community-school/

Tailored Shorts
Students may wear tailored black school shorts. Tailored black trousers or knee-length
pleated skirts must be worn if a student does not wish to wear shorts. Please note that
shorts must not be:

« Tight-fitting or lycra

e Sports shorts or hot pants

e Denim or crochet

Examples of appropriate girls’ tailored shorts that meet the school's expectations include:

e Example 1
« Example 2
e Example 3

We appreciate your continued support in maintaining the high standards of appearance
that reflect the pride we all share in Parkside Community School.

Embark Trust Parent/Carer Survey — Have Your Say

As part of our commitment to continuous improvement, we are currently inviting feedback
through the Embark Trust Parent/Carer Survey. This is your chance to share your views
about your child’s experience at Parkside and help us identify strengths and areas for
development.

The survey was launched on Friday 9 May and will remain open until Friday 23 May. We
would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes to complete it using the link below:

Embark Parent/Carer Survey
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https://just-schoolwear.co.uk/school/parkside-community-school/
https://www.next.co.uk/style/st255109/598145#598145
https://www.next.co.uk/style/st987194/m27448#m27448
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/shorts/black-pleated-elasticated-waist-girls-school-shorts/G007900289,default,pd.html?istCompanyId=2698bd23-149e-43d1-940b-8cc94f7ea571&istFeedId=b60a77e7-a5df-4f2d-94a2-25f028ca9fb7&istItemId=mrtmxqxwx&istBid=t&cmpid=ppc-_-geor-_--_--_--_-dskwid-s92700081619436815_dc&utm_campaign=pla%3A_School&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&gclid=6a740a53cd0f1532d0d46279d325e2bb&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=6a740a53cd0f1532d0d46279d325e2bb&utm_term=4578641363016706&utm_content=pla%3A%20School%20Girls%20Clothing&shareProduct=true
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/tHy9BCdzm5

DANCOP DISCOVER Programme — New Opportunities for Families
We are excited to share details of the DANCOP DISCOVER Programme,
a fantastic initiative developed in partnership with Joined Up Care
Derbyshire. This programme offers engaging opportunities for students
and families to explore careers, post-16 options, and higher education
pathways, with a focus on raising aspirations and widening access. A flyer
with full details is at the end of this letter and a QR code is here.

Stay Connected — Follow Us on Social Media

To stay up to date with the latest news, achievements, and events from around the school,
make sure you're following us on our social media platforms. From classroom highlights to
sports successes and student celebrations, it's the best way to see what life at Parkside is
really like.

You can follow us here:
Twitter/X: @ParksideSch
Facebook: @ParksideSch
Instagram: @ParksideSch

Future Communications

This will be the final letter we send via link in a text message as we are changing the way
in which letters will be sent. Future letters (and some other communications) will be sent
by email so please ensure your contact details are kept up to date. This can be done
through the Arbor app or by contacting info@parkside.derbyshire.sch.uk.

Reminder of dates for your diary
e School INSET day Monday 23 June (students not in school on this date)
e Y8 HPV Immunisations 8 July
e Alton Towers reward trip 18 July

As always, thank you for your continued support. We are proud of our school community
and the incredible students we work with every day.

Wishing you and your families a safe, restful, and enjoyable half-term when you get there.
Yours faithfully

Mr Andy Kelly
Headteacher
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DISCOVER programme offers care-experienced learners an opportunity to explore
a broad range of different career pathways in the Health & Social Care sector
through employers such as the NHS, East Midlands Ambulance Service and
Derbyshire County Council. The programme offers group and individual activities,
in person and online support to learners in Years 7-13 from Derby and Derbyshire.
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