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Curriculum Intent

‘Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future. What could be more 
important than that?’  Michael Palin, Former president of the Royal Geographical Society.

At the heart of our Key Stage 3 Geography curriculum is the development of both geographical knowledge, 
geographical and thinking skills that allow students to understand, interpret, and respond to the world 
around them. Numeracy, literacy, analytical and evaluation skills are all central to being a good geographer, 
as is the ability to use maps.  Our intent is to equip students with a robust foundation in the fundamental 
principles of geography, while embedding key geographical skills and disciplinary literacy that will support 
their further study and lifelong learning. We aim to offer students a diverse, relevant curriculum, that keeps 
up-to-date with current geographical issues (Geography in the News), to encourage curiosity and wonder 
about the world our students inhabit. We want to encourage our students to value geography and the 
‘Cultural Capital’ it provides. Our aim is that students think geographically about the changing world, 
becoming critical learners and knowledgeable, skilful and responsible citizens who care about the future of 
our planet. 

The Parkside Geography Curriculum Learning Journey meets the statutory requirements of the Geography 
National Curriculum in England.

Key aims:
1. Knowledge of Physical and Human Geography: We have designed our curriculum with Parkside students 

in mind, aiming to combat and overcome the limited geographical understanding many of our students 
have upon entry.  Students will gain a solid understanding of the physical processes shaping the Earth’s 
environment (such as weather, climate, and tectonics) and human geography (including population 
dynamics, urbanisation, and economic systems). This knowledge will enable them to engage 
meaningfully with contemporary global issues, from exploitation of tropical rainforests, climate change 
to migration.

2. Development of Geographical Skills: Geography is not just about knowing facts but about how to 
investigate and interpret them. We strongly believe that geography is a bridge between many subjects, 
due to the transferable skills that students develop while studying the subject. We aim to help students 
to develop these vital skills and have the ability to use them to shape our future in a sustainable way. 
With this in mind, we aim to have geographical skills and techniques forming an integral and systematic 
part of our curriculum design, which are spaced and revisited year on year through skill focused ‘Think 
and speak like a geographer’ lessons. 

We aim to develop students’ practical geographical skills, which include:
• Fieldwork Skills: Students will plan, conduct, and analyse fieldwork investigations, using various data 

collection techniques such as surveys, observation, and mapping.  Each year group have the 
opportunity to develop their fieldwork skills

• Map and Atlas Skills: Students will refine their ability to interpret and create a range of maps 
(topographic, thematic, and digital) and use geographic information systems (GIS) to analyse spatial 
data.

• Data Interpretation: Students will engage with both qualitative and quantitative geographical data, 
using statistical techniques to interpret patterns and trends.

• Use of Geographical Skills: Familiarity with key skills such as compass directions, scale, grid 
references, and the ability to draw and interpret graphs and charts is essential.
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Curriculum Intent

3.  Enhancing Disciplinary Literacy: Geography as a discipline has its own language and ways of thinking. It 
is our intent to help students acquire the disciplinary literacy necessary to understand and communicate 
geographical concepts. This includes:
• Understanding Key Geographical Vocabulary: Students will learn to use geographical terms with 

precision (e.g. ecosystem, sustainability, migration, development) and apply them appropriately in 
their writing and discussions.  We regularly use ‘WordPower’ to highlight new vital vocabulary during 
topics and revisit from other topics.  Through homework and quizzes, we reinforce the definitions of 
key words.

• Critical Thinking and Argumentation: Students will be encouraged to engage with geographical 
issues, developing their ability to formulate well-supported arguments and respond to geographical 
problems with evidence-based reasoning.

• Effective Communication: Students will be taught how to present their findings clearly and coherently 
in both written and verbal formats, using appropriate geographical terminology to convey their ideas.

4. Building Global Awareness and Citizenship: Geography provides students with the tools to understand 
the interconnectedness of people, places, and environments across the globe. We hope to create 
knowledgeable and responsible young adults that care about the future of our planet. We aim to foster 
global citizens who are:
• Informed and Engaged: Students will understand the impact of human actions on the environment, 

how local actions can have global consequences, and vice versa. They will also appreciate diverse 
perspectives on issues such as sustainability, social inequality, and global development.

• Empathetic and Responsive: Encouraging an ethical approach to geographical issues, students will 
develop a sense of responsibility toward creating a more sustainable, just, and equitable world.

• Careers linked to Geography: Geography opens doors to a wide range of exciting and meaningful 
careers. We introduce students to the many pathways that geographical knowledge and skills can lead 
to—from urban planning, environmental consultancy, and GIS analysis, to roles in international 
development, sustainability, disaster management, and policy-making. We aim to help students see 
geography as a subject that is not only academically rigorous, but also highly relevant and applicable 
to the world of work. We foster an understanding of how geography can shape future career choices.

5. Cultivating a Sense of Place and Space: Many of our students join us with a lack of exposure to national 
and global issues, with many rarely travelling beyond their own locality.  We feel the curriculum should 
aim to open the eyes of the students to not only the world at large, but also national and local 
environments, allowing students to gain a sense of place, and an understanding of how they and their 
‘world’ fits into that.  We feel that a sense of place is vital for understanding the world, and our broad 
sequence of learning has been carefully designed to build on pupils’ knowledge from local to global 
environments. Through the study of different places around the world, students will develop a sense of 
place – an understanding of the characteristics that define regions and how they interact with human 
populations. In this way, they will begin to appreciate how space and place influence daily life, culture, 
and society.  We utilise the cultural diversity within Parkside School, using Student Voices, when 
teaching the themes on diversity in Africa and Asia.  

Long-Term Impact: By the end of Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, we aim for students to:
• Have a deep understanding of key geographical concepts and processes.
• Be able to apply geographical skills to solve real-world problems.
• Communicate geographical ideas with confidence, using both academic and everyday language.
• Be prepared for further study at GCSE and beyond, with a strong foundation in both disciplinary 

literacy and geographical inquiry.
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Curriculum Implementation

At Parkside school, the implementation of the Geography curriculum is carefully structured to ensure that 
all students develop a secure and coherent understanding of the world around them, supported by high-
quality teaching, regular opportunities to practise key skills, and a strong focus on disciplinary thinking and 
vocabulary.

Collaborative curriculum planning is at the heart of our approach, and we are committed to a 3-year plan 
for developing our curriculum. The redevelopment of key stage 3, starting with our Year 7 curriculum (2021-
22), offers the chance to update our curriculum to align with current educational thinking, and meet the 
needs of our students. As such, our curriculum is more inclusive, using approaches like ‘geography in the 
news’ to not only allow students to make links between themselves and their own environments, but also 
explore the diversity within the world. With this, and other aspects of the curriculum redevelopment, we 
hope to encourage students to value geography and the ‘Cultural Capital’ it provides.

Curriculum structure and Sequencing: How we teach geography
• Our Geography curriculum is carefully planned to ensure that learning is sequenced and meaningful from 

Year 7 to Year 9. Each year builds on the last, with topics that range from local ecosystems and weather 
patterns to global population trends, climate change, and sustainable development.  Students explore 
both physical and human geography, developing a deep understanding of places, processes, and global 
interdependence. 

• Memory retrieval is at the core of our curriculum, and the importance of this has become much more 
significant post-lockdown. We acknowledge the need to close the gap created by the disruption to 
learning that Covid-19 caused, and we believe systematical planned knowledge retrieval is vital for 
helping students catch-up and redevelop routines for learning.  Knowledge is revisited regularly through 
low-stakes quizzes, Geog your Memory task, retrieval activities, and cumulative assessments to support 
long-term retention and fluency.

• All year groups have 5 lessons a fortnight.  Each lesson is 1 hour long.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
Geographical skills are taught explicitly and embedded across all units. These include:
• Map reading and interpretation (OS maps, GIS, digital mapping, satellite imagery)
• Data analysis and presentation (graphs, choropleth maps, climate data)
• Fieldwork enquiry and geographical investigation (planning, data collection, analysis, evaluation)

We ensure all students have opportunities to engage in practical geography through fieldwork—both in the 
local area and through virtual explorations—so they can apply their knowledge to the real world.
• Year 7 – Investigate the ecosystem around school, and also the environmental quality on site. They 

investigate the types of employment of their class comparing to UK data (World of Work).
• Year 8 – Investigate the microclimate of Parkside School.  They investigate migration patterns in Sheffield 

through the use of secondary qualitative surveys.
• Year 9  - Investigate tourism patterns within their own community, from designing their own survey 

questions, conducting the research to drawing conclusions from the data techniques and numeracy skills. 
They also decide whether Parkside School is at risk from flooding in the future (infiltration rates on the 
school site).  Students have the opportunity to participate in a Residential at Castleton focusing on 
sustainability and linking to lessons on National Parks.
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Curriculum Implementation

Supporting Literacy and Vocabulary
We place a strong emphasis on developing disciplinary literacy to support students in 
reading, writing, and communicating like geographers – Speak and Write like a Geographer. 
Key strategies include:
• Word Power - Explicit teaching of tier 2 and tier 3 geographical vocabulary, embedded in lessons and 

displayed in classrooms. Students are provided with the key words for each unit.  Homework will be 
based around learning and understanding these key words. Word Power sheets are placed in the 
front of books with clear definitions, and these words are frequently used in lessons and included on 
our presentations, as well as on our classroom displays. The new vocabulary that our students are 
exposed to is also used and recalled through the inclusion of conundrum activities such as find & fix, 
scrabble, and vocab matching.

• Use of learning journeys, knowledge organisers, glossaries, and reading scaffolds to build students’ 
confidence with subject-specific texts.

• Structured opportunities for extended writing and debate, where students learn to construct 
arguments, interpret sources, and evaluate evidence using geographical language.  Using word banks, 
scaffolding techniques such as PEEL/DEE, ‘I, We, You,’ as well as model and walk through answers. 

• Command words used in assessments (e.g. "describe", "explain", "evaluate") are explicitly taught to 
ensure students understand how to respond accurately and with confidence.

• Use of Guided reading techniques on topical issues like exploitation of the tropical rainforest in Brazil
• Reading for Pleasure - Use of Fictional text and Non Fictional reading for each year group,

besides the use of poetry.

Assessment and Progress
Assessment is used formatively and summatively to inform teaching and measure student progress.
Each unit includes:
• Formative assessments: retrieval quizzes, hinge questions, live marking, verbal feedback and 

homework
• Summative assessments: end-of-unit tests (Geog Your Memory GYM tests) combining knowledge 

recall, map skills, data interpretation, and extended written responses.
• School reporting points -Each year group have two bigger exams linking to the whole school 

assessment points in line with school policy and data captures. These assessments will cover a 
number of aspects from the curriculum in each year group, as well as varying question styles. They 
are designed to build GCSE readiness and provide clear feedback to inform their next steps using 
exam wrappers.

Careers and Real-World Connections
Geography opens doors to a wide range of careers in areas such as environmental management, urban 
planning, international development, sustainability, and disaster response. Throughout KS3, we 
introduce students to the relevance of geography in the world of work, using real-life case studies, and 
topical issues to bring the subject to life.  For each topics studied, we ensure there is a career linked to 
that topic.

Support for All Learners: Inclusive and Ambitious for All
We ensure that every student, regardless of background or ability, can access and enjoy geography. 
Lessons are planned with appropriate support and challenge, including scaffolded tasks, vocabulary 
support, and enrichment opportunities to stretch and inspire.
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Curriculum Impact

The impact of our Geography Curriculum Learning Journey is defined through the accessibility students 
have to developing knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and processes, and the 
application of skills. This is determined through a number of measures: 

• Knowledge and understanding of the ‘Big Ideas’. Pupils will be able to speak with confidence about 
the geographical issues and explain how the impacts on people (social), economy and the 
environment.  Oracy tasks identified on schemes of work.  ‘Geography in the News’ is used to make 
students aware of current issues and up to date case studies are used.

• Range of topics covering all National Curriculum topics for KS3 and Eduqas B Geography spec for KS4.

• Retrieval of knowledge, understanding and skills – Geog your memory tasks, quizzes, as starters and 
plenaries.  Interleaving of topics throughout the KS3, building upon prior knowledge. Quizzes are set 
as homework using Satchel One Show My Homework to support learning.

• Disciplinary literacy activities in all topics – guided reading, Fiction and Non Fictional texts, poems, 
regular use of word power to consolidate students understanding of key terminology.

• Geographical and numerical skills identified in all schemes of work – Students will be able to select, 
interpret and display geographical information, and draw conclusions. They will use a variety of 
statistical data particularly central tendency. They regularly use variety of maps to locate places 
around the world – OS maps, political, relief, choropleth.

• Applied fieldwork in each year group– opportunities for students to collect primary data (qualitative 
and quantitative data), select and construct different data techniques to present their results, draw 
conclusions and evaluate the process of primary data.  The will use secondary data and GIS activities.

• Formative Reporting of Student Progress will take place through assessments that take place each 
lesson and include student questioning, discussion, the completion of examination style questions 
and the completion of homework. During each term, KS3 students are given a mini gym test which 
are generally short questions covering the current topic and the previous term topics usually out of 
25/30 marks.  

• Summative Reporting of Student Progress take place through GCSE style examination paper 
assessments that are undertaken by students at the midpoint and end point of each Learning 
Journey. Whole class exam wrapper feedback sheets are used to help students identify their own 
areas for development. Parents/Carers receive a report following each mid and end point assessment 
following the schools reporting system.

• In-lesson learning, participation and belonging is measured by continually measuring student 
punctuality to lessons, rewards and sanctions, behaviour referrals, pupil voice and work-scrutiny. Our 
hope is to continue positivity in these areas. Our Geography Curriculum Learning Journeys are 
accessible and will, therefore, positively impact knowledge growth and skill application. 

• GCSE Geography outcomes demonstrate the overall impact of our students Geography Curriculum 
Learning Journey. GCSE Geography outcomes contribute to the EBacc element of the school’s 
Progress 8 score.

• Post-16 Progression has demonstrated students move on to study A-Level Geography at sixth form 
schools and colleges.  Some students continue their love of geography  at Degree level. Examples 
include degrees in Oceanology, Meteorology, environmental sustainability and teaching.

• Contribution to whole school initiatives like special day events such as World Book Day and Culture 
Day, as well as enrichment activities (Y9 residential at Castleton).



Year 
11

WELCOME TO 
GEOGRAPHY!

RIVERS 
(2.2)

WATER 
RESOURCES 

(3.3)

THE END 
OF ONE 

JOURNEY 
AND THE 
START OF 
ANOTHER

…CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

(2.4)

Year 
10

Year 
8

Year 
7

Year 
9

BECOMING A 
GEOGRAPHER

YOUR 
ISLAND! 
(skills)

EARNING A 
LIVING (1.3)

RIVER 
LANDSCAPES 

(2.2)

DIVERSE 
AFRICA 

(1.3, 
3.2)

UK 
ECOSYSTEMS 

(3.1, 3.2)

FLOODING 
(2.2)

FUTURE OF TROPICAL 
RAINFORESTS (3.1, 3.2)

APPLIED 
FIELDWORK 

MICROCLIMATE

COASTAL 
LANDFORMS 
AND ISSUES 

(2.1)

HOW RESTLESS 
IS OUR EARTH? 

(1.3)

POPULATION 
ISSUES (1.3)

URBAN 
CHANGE 

(1.2)

EXTREME 
ENVIRONMENTS 

3.1 3.2)

WHY ARE THERE 
GLOBAL 

INEQUALITIES? 
(1.3)

CONFLICT 
USING THE 

EARTH’S 
RESOURCES 

(3.3)

HOW EXTREME 
IS THE 

WEATHER?(2.3)

CLIMATE 
CHANGE 

(2.4)

HOW CAN 
TOURISM BE 
SUSTAINABLE 

(3.2)

APPLIED 
FIELDWORK 

TOURISM

APPLIED 
FIELDWORK 
PARKSIDE 

ENVIRONMENT

DIVERSE 
ASIA 
(3.2)

WEATHER 
AND CLIMATE 

(2.3)

URBAN AND 
RURAL 

PATTERNS & 
PROCESSES 

(1.2)

ECOSYSTEM 
PROCESSES 

(3.1)

ECOSYSTEMS 
UNDER 

THREAT (3.2)

DESERTIFICATION 
(3.4)

GLOBAL 
CITIES 
(1.1)

APPLIED 
FIELDWORK

DEVELOPMENT 
ISSUES (1.3)

COASTS 
(2.1)

Geography department 5 year learning journey

7
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Key Stage 3 learning web



Key Stage 3 termly overview

AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Year 

7

review 

2021-

22

1. What is 
geography?

Map skills

2. How diverse 
is the UK?

3.  How do 
rivers shape 

our landscape?

EXAM 1 – RP1

4.  How can 
people earn a 

living?

Applied 
Fieldwork

(class survey of 
economic 
activities)

5.  What 
happens when 

rivers flood?

(Voices impact 
of flooding 

and 
management)

6. Africa – a 
diverse 

continent?

(Voices –
Parkside 

students share 
life in African 

countries)

EXAM 2 – RP2

6. UK 
Ecosystems

Applied 
Fieldwork

(school 
environment 

and 
ecosystems)

Year 

8

review  

2022-

23

1. Asia – a 
diverse 

continent?

(Voices –
Parkside 

students share 
life in Asian 
countries)

2. How 
Restless is our 

Earth? 
(earthquakes)

2. How 
Restless is our 

Earth? 
(volcanoes)

3.  How and 
why are 

populations 
changing?

(Voices 
Sheffield 

migrants –
secondary 

data enquiry)

EXAM 1 – RP1

4. What is the 
future for our 

tropical 
rainforests?

(Voices 
Indigenous 

populations)

5. Growing 
urban areas: a 

blessing or 
curse? 

(Voices 
informal 

settlements)

6. What 
happens 

where the land 
meets the sea? 

(Voices impact 
of coastal 

erosion and 
management)

EXAM 2 – RP2

7.  What is the 
microclimate 
of Parkside 

school?  
Enquiry 
applied 

fieldwork

Year 

9

review 

2023-

24

1. How 
extreme is the 

weather? 

(Voices impact 
of extreme 
weather –

Haiyan etc)

2. Why are 
there Global 
Inequalities? 

(Voices –
dollar street)

EXAM 1 – RP1

3. Why is there 
conflict using 

the Earth’s 
Resources?

(Voices impact 
of fracking 
/resource 

management)

4. How can 
tourism be 

more 
sustainable? 

(Fieldwork –
tourism 
enquiry)

5. What are 
the impacts of 

climate 
change?

(Voices impact 
of climate 
change –
Vanessa 
Uganda)

EXAM 2 – RP2

6. Why are 
some 

environments 
extreme?

Applied 
Fieldwork

(infiltration)

9
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Year 7 Learning Journey overview

Topic 1: Becoming a Geographer and the UK
Students will develop and extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the 
world’s countries using maps of the world. They will develop their map skills using grid references, direction 
and scale.  They will learn about the key physical features and make-up of the United Kingdom.

Topic 2: What processes are at work in a river?
Students will learn about the hydrological (water) cycle, how rivers shape the land through the processes of 
erosion, transportation and deposition.  They will recognise and explain how different river landforms are 
created (V-shaped valleys, waterfalls, gorges, meanders, oxbow lakes). 

Topic 3: How do people earn a living? 
Students will develop and extend their knowledge on the key processes in human geography relating to 
economic activity in the primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors, and the use of natural 
resources.  They will focus on earning a living in the UK, compare to other countries and investigate how 
Fairtrade can improve the quality of life for workers around the world.  Numeracy skills and data techniques 
will be introduced through Applied Fieldwork – students will investigate the employment sector of their 
community and use different techniques and statistics to present their findings.

Topic 4: What happens when rivers flood? 
Students will investigate the physical and humans causes of floods, focusing on the recent flood within their 
own community and sharing their experiences.  They will compare the impacts and management of floods 
on the UK and Bangladesh.  They will revisit OS map skills linking to the rivers topic and use GIS.

Topic 5: How diverse is the continent of Africa?
Students will develop and extend their knowledge of the physical and human features of Africa and the Horn 
of Africa through map skills. They will look at the ways different groups of people earn a living.  They will 
briefly investigate the four main biomes linking to the next topic. Student voices of cultural and living 
experiences will be shared.

Topic 6: What are temperate deciduous ecosystems?
Students will further investigate the characteristics of world biomes and their distribution. Theylook at the 
processes within an ecosystem.  Applied Fieldwork – an investigation of the schools ecosystem and 
environment, using different techniques and statistics to display the results. 
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Year 7: How can I become a skilful geographer?
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Year 7: Where do I live?
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Year 7: What processes are at work in a river?
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Year 7: How can people earn a living?
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Year 7: What happens when rivers flood?
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Year 7: Africa – a diverse continent
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Year 7: What are biomes and ecosystems?
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Year 8 Learning Journey overview

Topic 1: Asia – a diverse continent
Students will develop and extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s 
countries using maps of the world. They will develop their map skills using an atlas and scale.  They will learn about 
the key human and physical features of Asia. Linking to ecosystems and Africa topics from Y7. Student voices of 
cultural and living experiences will be shared.

Topic 2: How Restless Earth is our earth? 
Students will learn about the key processes in physical geography relating to plate tectonics, the impact of natural 
hazards and mitigating risks. They will revisit the impacts of other natural hazards (flooding from Y7).  Practice map 
skills focusing on distribution of natural hazards in particular Asia (topic 1)

Topic 3: How are populations changing? 
Students will learn the key processes in human geography relating to population and the use of natural resources.  
They will further develop their maps skills on describing population distributions and explain why population 
growth tends to be higher in poorer countries LICS. They will should know how we depend upon Earth’s resources 
and give examples to demonstrate how we have harmed our planet. 

Topic 4: What is the future for our tropical rainforests? 
Students will investigate the characteristics of the tropical rainforests biome.  They will focus on the why the 
rainforest is important, the impacts of exploiting the rainforest and how it can be managed in a sustainable way. 
They will revisit and compare to the UK temperate deciduous forest. Numeracy will focus on climate graphs and 
pie-charts.

Topic 5: Growing urban areas: a blessing or curse? 
Students will develop and extend their knowledge on the key processes in human geography relating to the growth 
of urban areas, linking to population.  They will investigate local issues on developing brownfield and greenfield 
sites.  Revisit map skills by describing distributions of urbanisation around the world. They will explore the 
advantages and disadvantages of living in urban areas, like Dharavi (an informal settlements). Applied Fieldwork –
investigation into the migration within Sheffield through qualitative data.

Topic 6: How do waves shape our landscape? 
Students will learn about the key processes relating to hydrology and coasts.  Revisit the water cycle, TED 
processes from Y7 river. Describe and explain how a number of coastal landforms are made, how and why the UK 
coastline is eroding, the impact this has on different groups of people and ways to protect and manage coastal 
erosion. 

Topic 7: Applied Fieldwork – investigation into the microclimate of Parkside school
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Year 8: Asia – a diverse continent
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Year 8: How Restless is our Earth?
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Year 8: How and why are populations changing?
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Year 8: What is the future for our tropical rainforests?
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Year 8: Growing urban areas
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Year 8: What happens when the land meets the sea?
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Year 9 Learning Journey overview

Topic 1: How Extreme is the weather? 

Following on from the Y8 microclimate enquiry, students revisit the components of the weather, reading synoptic 

charts and explaining the causes of precipitation (Y7 UK climate, water cycle, rivers and Y8 tropical rainforests).  

They learn about the characteristics, causes, impacts and management of  low pressure (depressions) and high 

pressure systems (anticyclones). Also the factors which influence climate and describe the different climatic 

regions.  They investigate the causes, impacts and management of tropical cyclones in The Philippines.

Topic 2: Why are there Global Inequalities? 

Students will identify social and economic development indicators, construct and interpret techniques to display 

this data and use to identify the level of development of countries – Malawi, UK and Singapore (Y8 Asia topic).  

Students will investigate the reasons for the development gap and how we can try to reduce the development gap 

and extreme poverty around the world (Y8 population and Y7 earning a living Fairtrade end employment 

structures)

Topic 3: Why is there conflict using the Earth’s Resources? 

Students find out how we use and manage the earths natural resources (non renewable and renewable energy) and 

explore the conflict of fracking in the UK.  They use map to describe the global distribution of water, the causes and 

impacts of water scarcity.  They investigate how different countries like UK and Ghana manage their water supplies.

Topic 4: How can tourism be sustainable? 

Students investigate tourism patterns through Applied Fieldwork generating their own questionnaires, collecting 

data, presenting and drawing conclusions.  They explain the benefits and problems tourism can bring to an area 

(Peak District and Maasai Mara Kenya) and discuss different sustainable management strategies. 

Topic 5: What are the impacts of climate change?

Students will learn what climate change,  global warming  and the greenhouse effect are. They explain the physical 

and human causes, impacts and actions that can be taken to reduce the greenhouse gases. Revisit the impact of 

climate change on Topic 2 development of countries, Topic 3 earths resources and Y8 impact on coastal 

communities, focusing on the UK, Maldives and Solomon Islands.

Topic 6: Why are some environments extreme?

Students will synthesis all their KS3 knowledge and understanding in this final unit.  They will investigate extreme 

environments of hot and cold deserts – Sahara, Antarctica, Russia, Norway.
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Year 9: How extreme is the weather?
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Year 9: Why are there Global Inequalities?
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Year 9: Why is there conflict using the earth’s resources?
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Year 9: How can tourism be sustainable?
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Year 9: What are the impacts of climate change?
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Year 9: How and why are some environments extreme?
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Key Stage 3 – Reading for Pleasure - Fiction
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Key Stage 3 – Reading for Pleasure- Fiction
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Key Stage 3 Careers in Geography

Career Pilot –
Geography jobs Landscape Architect Safari Guide Careers in water 
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GCSE Geography – WJEC Eduqas B – key questions

Y10

Y10

Y11

Y11

Y11

Y10

Y11

Y10

Y10

Y10

Y10

Theme 1: Changing Places—Changing Economies 
1. Urbanisation in global cities

• How do people live in other parts of the world?  What impact does this have?
• What is being done to improve the quality of life for people?

2. Urban and rural processes and change in the UK
• How have urban areas changed over time?
• What changes have taken place in rural areas?  What is the impact of this?
• How can we create sustainable living environments?

3. A global perspective n development issues.
• What are the global patterns of development?
• What stages of development are countries at?
• What are the causes and consequences of uneven development?

Theme 2: Changing Environments 
1. Shaping the landscape – coasts and coastal management

• How do people and processes contribute to the development of coastal landscapes in UK?
• How are coastlines managed?
• What are the predicted impacts of climate change on coastal landscapes and communities?

2. Shaping the landscape – rivers and river management
• How do people and processes contribute to the development of river landscapes in UK?
• Why do rivers flood and what are the consequences of flooding?
• How are rivers managed?

3. Weather and climate
• Why is the UK climate variable?
• How does the global circulation of the atmosphere create climate zones?
• How are weather hazards distributed? What are the causes, impacts and responses of these hazards?

4. Climate change – cause and effects
• How has climate changed over time?
• What are the causes, consequences and responses of global warming?

Theme 3: Environmental Challenges
1. How ecosystems function

• How are climate and biomes linked?
• What are the physical processes and interactions in an ecosystem?
• How are small scale ecosystems managed in the UK? 

2. Ecosystems under threat
• How are ecosystems used, damaged and sustainably managed by human activity?

3. Water resources and management
• Why does demand and supply of water vary over time?
• How do we manage water supplies?

4. Desertification
• What and where does desertification happen?
• What are the physical and human causes?
• How can desertification be managed?
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Support for Geographical Skills

1. Location of places/features

• Continent/country

• Latitude - equator, Tropics, Hemisphere

• Oceans – coastal, inland, sea, rivers, lakes

• Country – nearby country or capital city

• Compass - Direction from a main feature

• Scale (distance) from a main feature

2. Distribution – pattern on a map

• Is there a pattern? – linear (often lines of latitude), 

clustered (next to each other), regular? Or is it 

random?

• Where is the pattern? direction

• Most (1)? least (1)? 

• Name specific examples

• Refer to specific figures/numbers

3. Describing graphs - TEA

• Trend – up/down/constant/fluctuate? 

• Evidence - Refer to data – highest? Lowest? When?

• Anomalies – what doesn’t fit the trend?

CHALLENGE

• Rate of change –

slow, steady, rapid, constant

4. Comparing data

• Are they similar or different trends?

E.g. both increase

x increases while y decreases

• Use the words MORE THAN or LESS THAN

• Quote data – x increases more by…

• Weather: windier than, warmer than, wetter than

• Size : bigger than, smaller than

• Anomalies (atypical)– what doesn’t fit the typical 

pattern 

5. Climate graphs

• Rain - seasonal
– wet season (most? When?)
- dry season (least? When?)
- constant all year (very similar)
- total annual rainfall

• Temperature range
- highest (how hot? When?)
- lowest (how cold? When?)

• Is there a season pattern? When?

6. DEELS or PEELS

D – describe (d) – say what you see

E – evidence (ev) from the resources

E – explain/elaborate 

……so what(el)

…..which means that (el+)

…… as a result

L – link back to the question using the geographical 

words in the question

S – sustainable/solution/short or long term scale (s)

S – social How it affects the lives of people and society (culture, health, education, standard of living, 

water access, housing)

E – economic How it affects money and business (trade, industry, wealth, tax, government)

E – environment How it affects our surroundings (air, land, sea, wildlife, plants, built up areas)

S – sustainable Meeting the needs of people now and in the future, so it does not harm the  environment
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Literacy support – Tier 2 Command words

word meaning

define, give

outline, name, 

state

These words require you to answer briefly.  You are asked to recall information or select 

a particular piece of information from a photograph or diagram.

• Define = Give a definition/meaning of a geographical term

calculate This means to work out the numerical answer to a question.   You should always show 

how you worked out the answer.

complete This means to take the information that has been provided and complete a table or 

graph. 

describe This requires you to give the main characteristics of something. 

• Write what you see. Do NOT explain or give a reason.

locate State where a place is – use the CLOCC method

CLOCC – continent, latitude, oceans (body of water), countries/cities nearby, compass 

direction

compare Write what is similar and what is different.  Give data evidence for 1 mark.

• Connectives – whereas, in contrast, similarly, larger/smaller than, more/less than

• Name the two places in the same sentence. E.g. UK is colder than Spain(1) by 5C 

(1)

explain Why? Give reasons for… 

• You are expected to give a simple reason (1) and an elaboration (1) and sometimes 

a detailed elaboration using ‘which means that’…(1)

suggest why Give your own ideas and show understanding

• Similar to giving reasons/explain but there is not necessarily a right of wrong 

answer

• Look for clues in the question or resources and draw in ideas from case studies or 

news

discuss You will be expected to bring forward strengths and weaknesses of the different sides of 

the argument.  Use discursive language such as ‘however’, ‘on the other hand’ and 

‘nevertheless’.

evaluate Pick out good and bad points and make judgements / judge from available evidence

Justify Explain why you made that decision

• Give both sides to the argument and give specific data/map evidence/views from 

the resources

To what extent This phrase is asking you how much you agree or disagree with an idea.

Judge the importance of each point.  If possible, you should include points for and 

against the idea.


