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Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you and your family have enjoyed a safe, happy and restful summer break. As we
begin the new academic year, | would like to warmly welcome all our students back to
Parkside Community School on Monday 8th September at 8.25am. We are excited to
build on last year’s successes and look forward to working with you to ensure every child
achieves their very best.

Parental Information Evenings — Monday 8th September

We warmly invite all parents and carers to attend our Parental Information Evenings on
Monday 8th September. These sessions are a valuable opportunity to hear directly from
Parkside staff about the year ahead and how we will support your child to thrive both
academically and personally.

« Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) — 5:00pm
o Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) — 6:00pm

During these sessions, we will share key updates on our curriculum, pastoral support, and
enrichment opportunities, as well as practical information on how you can best support
your child’s progress throughout the year. We strongly encourage all families to attend.
Your involvement plays a crucial role in your child’s success at Parkside.

High Standards and Expectations
At Parkside we are proud of our high standards, and we ask for your support in ensuring
students return ready to learn and succeed. A reminder of our uniform expectations:
o Blazers must be worn
o Black shoes
« Black knee-length pleated skirt with black tights, or black trousers
o White shirt and tie (a plain black jumper is optional)
« Nails should be natural (no acrylics, extensions or colours)
o Stud earrings only
« Necklaces under shirts
« Natural hair colour

If your child requires a new blazer or PE kit, please order via our website as soon as
possible:
https://parkside.derbyshire.sch.uk/index.php/parkside-support-centre/uniform

These standards reflect our belief that smart presentation supports positive behaviour and
pride in our school community.
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https://parkside.derbyshire.sch.uk/index.php/parkside-support-centre/uniform

Homework and Equipment

Homework plays a vital role in extending learning beyond the classroom. All homework will
continue to be set and monitored through Satchel One, so please encourage your child to

use this platform regularly. Students are also expected to arrive fully equipped for learning
with a black pen, green pen, pencil, ruler, eraser, and a suitable school bag.

Communication with Parents and Carers

We ask that all families download and make use of the Arbor Parent App, which provides
key functions such as attendance information, school communication, access to reports,
and payments. Please note that school lunches must be paid for through Arbor. The app is
the most effective way for you to stay connected with your child’s progress and school life.

Rewards and Opportunities

We are committed to celebrating effort, achievement and positive behaviour. Our “Best in
Lesson” initiative will continue this year, and we have many exciting trips, experiences and
rewards planned across all year groups. We look forward to recognising the hard work and
dedication of our students.

Working Together

Finally, if there is anything we should know about your child following the summer break —
whether a personal event, challenge, or achievement — please do get in touch with us. This
will help us to provide the right support so that every student can thrive from day one.

Stay Connected — Follow Parkside Online

Keep up to date with all that’s happening at Parkside Community School by following our
official social media channels. From celebrating student achievements to sharing key
events, reminders, and daily highlights, our platforms showcase the successes and spirit of
our school community throughout the year.

Find us on Facebook, Twitter/X, and Instagram — we’d love you to join us.

Reminder of dates for your diary
e Monday September 8 September 2025 — all students return to school — 8.25am
e Wednesday 10 September - School photographs
e Monday 29 September — Y5/6 Open Evening

Thank you, as always, for your continued support in maintaining the high standards that
make Parkside a school we can all be proud of. Together, we can ensure this year is both
successful and rewarding for every child.

I look forward to welcoming all students back on Monday 8th September at 8.25am; we
can’t wait to see them!

Yours faithfully

Mr Andy Kelly
Headteacher
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