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Dear Parent/Carer,

As we reach the end of this first half term, | want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a
truly fantastic start to the academic year here at Parkside Community School.

From our newest Year 7 students to our experienced Year 11s, the atmosphere across the school
has been one of enthusiasm, positivity, and purpose. Year 7 have settled in beautifully, embracing
secondary school life with confidence and curiosity. Their energy and eagerness to learn have
impressed staff across all departments, and they are already making a wonderful contribution to
our school community. Our older students have also started the year with maturity and
determination. Year 11, in particular, have shown a great sense of focus and responsibility as they
begin their final year with us. Their attitude towards learning and preparation for the future has
been commendable, and we are proud of the example they are setting.

Celebrating Attendance

We continue to place great importance on excellent attendance, as being in school every day
makes a real difference to learning, progress, and wellbeing. To celebrate those who are showing
real commitment, students with 100% attendance this week will receive a Pick ‘n’ Mix treat on
Thursday. We're proud of their dedication and look forward to recognising more students as the
term continues.

Rewards Assemblies

On Thursday, we will be holding Rewards Assemblies for all year groups to celebrate the
achievements and efforts of our students this half term. Students continue to collect Praise Points
every lesson, with an additional 5 Praise Points awarded to those who receive the ‘Best in Lesson’
recognition. Impressively, some students are already close to achieving their Bronze Award — a
fantastic accomplishment so early in the year!

Art Exhibition & Photography Competition

Last weekend, we were proud to see the creative talents of our students on display at the
Chesterfield Schools Art Exhibition. The event showcased stunning artwork and photography from
Parkside students alongside pieces from other schools across the town. It was a wonderful
celebration of young creativity, and we are incredibly proud of everyone who took part. A huge
thank you to Mr Cook, Mr Nichols, and

Mr Harris for their support and encouragement in making this possible.
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We’re also pleased to remind students of this month’s photography competition, open to all
students. The theme is “texture”, and entries should be submitted to Mr Nichols. The winner will
receive a professionally printed version of their photo on A3, along with a voucher prize. We can’t
wait to see the creativity and imagination our students bring to this challenge.

Student Leadership Parkside Parliament — We Need You Year 7!

We’re excited to announce that applications are now open for Year 7 students to join Parkside
Parliament, our student voice leadership team. This is a fantastic opportunity to help shape school
life, represent peers, and develop leadership skills. Applications can be submitted via Satchel
One.

If your child is in Years 8-11 and interested in getting involved, please speak to Mrs Welsh to find
out more.

Community Cupboard — Everyone Welcome

Held every Tuesday at 2:30pm in the school library, this initiative, led by Mrs Bover, offers families
access to free perishable items, a warm drink, and a welcoming space to connect. Whether you're
popping in for a quick chat or simply collecting a few essentials, it’s a relaxed and supportive
environment where parents and carers can feel part of the wider Parkside community. We
encourage everyone to come along — no need to book, just drop in.

Stay Connected

We’re proud of the many achievements and moments of joy that happen every day at Parkside. To
keep up with the latest news, events, and celebrations, follow us on social media. You can find us
on Facebook, Instagram, and X (formerly Twitter) by searching for Parkside Community School
Chesterfield. It's a great way to stay informed and celebrate our school community together.

Dates for diary

24 Oct — INSET, school closed to students

27 Oct — 31 Oct — Half term break

3 November — students return

7 November — INSET, school closed to students

27 November — whole school flu immunisations — link below. The link will close on 13 November

2025. https://nhslmms.azurewebsites.net/session/4ac236e5

Thank you to parents and carers for your continued support. Together, we are helping our
students thrive and grow into confident, capable young people.

Wishing all our families a fantastic and safe October half term when it arrives. We look forward to
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for the exciting term ahead on Monday 3
November.

Yours faithfully
Mr Andy Kelly
Headteacher
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